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A Message From Your President 
Greg Vanney 

2016-2017 Board of Directors 

 Elsewhere in this newsletter, Kay Vinje gave thanks to those 

who helped make this year’s edition of Rally in the Valley such a 

huge success. I want to echo her remarks and add my own thanks 

to all the volunteers and all those who came out to participate in 

the weekend’s festivities. What a great showing and what a great 

showcase for the community! 

 

 I’d like to call out one event that may have been a little lost in 

the shuffle: the 25th anniversary celebration of Medicine Wheel 

Park. Held a few months early—the park traces its beginnings to 

the efforts of a fall 1992 VCSU astronomy class taught by Joe 

Stickler—the celebration brought together a group of people who 

had helped and supported Stickler in executing an ever-expanding 

vision that has resulted in the multi-faceted park we enjoy today. 

 

 Mary Lee Nielson deserves most if not all the credit for the June 

17 anniversary gathering (thank you, Mary Lee), but the park  

itself is a wonderful example of how one person’s idea—in this 

case, science professor Stickler’s—can blossom into a  

community attraction and resource that serves a variety of  

purposes and a whole lot of residents and visitors. 

 

Stickler didn’t go it alone—countless hours of volunteer effort by 

VCSU students and community members alike, along with  

financial and grant support from a host of entities, public and  

private, have gone into the park—and it stands today as proud 

testimony to what a collective effort can accomplish. 

 

The park has served as a site for family gatherings, weddings, 

memorial services, solstice and equinox celebrations, Earth Day 

events, stargazing, research, school field trips, American Indian 

drumming and singing, and more. 

 

The solar calendars, perennial gardens, and solar system model, 

along with the walking trail (part of the North Country National 

Scenic Trail), pull people off the interstate to see the unique  

attraction and provide an interesting, dog-friendly picnic and 

walking site for visitors and locals as well.  

 

The natural beauty of the blufftop, combined with the  

connections to the physical universe and to our spiritual forebears 

(the park encompasses Indian burial mounds), provide a special 

experience in a unique place, one which has garnered regional, 

national and international publicity and recognition for Valley 

City. 

 

If you haven’t taken in the Medicine Wheel lately, I’d encourage 

you to do yourself a favor and check it out. Bring a friend or  

family member, take a walk, check out the flowers, read about the 

science of the park. You’ll be glad you did.  

 

Thanks, Joe, and all who’ve joined you over time, for this very 

special place.  

Central Avenue Health 

Mart Pharmacy 

 

Dakota Riders 

 

Jamestown Travel, Inc. 

 

Liberty Business  

Systems, Inc. 
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 What a great summer we have in progress!  Thanks to everyone who took part in Rally in the Valley.  We 

once again enjoyed celebrating life in our beautiful community.  It is always fun to have the streets filled with 

excitement as people come from near and far to enjoy the festivities.  We greatly appreciate all our Member 

Sponsors who partnered with us to promote Rally in the Valley throughout our region. Thank you so very 

much! 

 

 The month of July is also filled with enjoyable options for you and your family.  July 13th is the next Cruise 

the Valley Night on Central Avenue from 5:30 – 8:00 pm.  Crazy Daze, Wednesday, July 26th will be fun for 

the whole family with great shopping, a giant waterslide and games for the kids, delicious food vendors, great 

prizes to win, and a performance by the Hi-Lites Dance Team. The evening will wrap up with “Music in the 

Park – on Central Avenue” as the DeMasi Brothers put on a concert. 

 

 Thank you to the Members who renewed their membership this month.  We appreciate partnering with each 

of you, our Members, as we work together to enhance the quality of life in our community. 

 

Have a great summer month! 

 
 

Kay Vinje, Chamber EVP 

 

Chamber Member Update 

 Last month, I wrapped up the two-part series on millennials.  This month, let’s focus on professional  

development.  As a business owner, you may have the desire to hone or polish up your leadership skills. However, 

finding time for a seminar out of the office or store can prove to be difficult.  How many of you enjoy reading 

books? I do.  I enjoy highlighting parts that resonate with me or that I want to refer to later.  So many books have 

been written on professional development and it can be overwhelming to decide which one is best.  Here is a list of 

a few that I have enjoyed: 

 

“How to Win Friends and Influence People” by Dale Carnegie. 

“Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking When Stakes Are High” - by Al Switzler, Joseph Grenny, Kerry 

Patterson, and Ron McMillan 

“Good to Great” by James C. Collins 

 

 If you are on LinkedIn, I would highly recommend following Dr. Travis Bradberry.  He created the course on 

Emotional Intelligence 2.0.  I had the opportunity to experience the course during Rural Leadership ND and was 

profoundly affected by it.  You can find more information at www.talentsmart.com.Websites offer shorter more 

specific articles.  The sites I have found useful are www.inc.com, www.success.com, and NDSU Center for  

Community Vitality is a great resource  www.ag.ndsu.edu/ccv. 

 

 Lastly, ask people what authors, websites or programs they found useful.  I would love to hear what has helped 

you! Feel free to drop me a line at Stacey.lilja@bigiron.com. 

Until next time… 

Stacey Lilja, Chamber Board Director 
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Groundbreaking 

Valley Bluffs 

  Six D Construction and many investors 
from Valley City have joined forces to 
build this 43 unit apartment building on 
East Main in Valley City. Their goals in 
this venture are to create apartments 
that are on the upper scale and are not 
age restricted. They will also have some 
assistance available for low and  
moderate income individuals and  
families.  
 
  The majority of the units will be two 
bedroom/two bath but there will also 
be four one bedroom apartments as 
well as five three bedroom/two bath 
units. Each unit will be about 1,200 
square feet, and self-contained. Some 
other perks of the building include an 
elevator as well as extra insulation 
throughout for sound reduction.  
  

 They will also be designating 20 units 
to Essential Service Workers (ESWs). 
ESWs are people who are considered 
to be necessary in our community. For  
example, teachers, city & county em-
ployees, emergency personnel, etc. This 
was a program started in the western 
part of the state a few years ago and 
they are excited to offer it here. 

 
Six D Construction 
Valley City, ND 

 

701-890-7188 
 
 
 
 

(Ambassadors pictured with Owners Paul 
& Tanya Diegel with two of their children,  

Dylann & Derrick, as well as Josh 
Kasowski from Bank Forward) 
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  Two years after the start of  
construction in June 2015, the  
dedication ceremony for the new  
National Guard Vehicle Maintenance 
Shop here in Valley City was held June 
1, 2017. There were many local and 
state officials in attendance that day, 
including speeches from U.S. Senator 
John Hoeven, Lt. Governor Brent  
Sanford, Valley City Mayor Dave 
Carlsrud, Major General Alan  
Dohrmann,  

National Guard  

Vehicle  

Maintenance 

Shop 

Adjutant General, Megan Edwardson 
representative of U.S. Senator Heidi  
Heitkamp, Rick Collin representative of 
U.S. Representative Kevin Cramer, and 
Colonel David Johnson, National Guard 
State Chaplin.  
 
  The 30,0005-square-foot shop and 
15,296-square-foot storage facility will 
serve Valley City, Jamestown, Lisbon, 
Edgeley and Wishek. 

 
National Guard Vehicle  

Maintenance Shop 
 
 

2135 7th St SE 
Valley City, ND 

 
 
 

701-845-6731 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ribbon Cutting 
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Congratulations to Rich Schuneman, Valley City, who won 1st place in the Rubber Duck Race. He and his  

family just so happened to be taking family photos at Dutton’s Valley Gallery the day of Rally, so we stopped 

in to surprise him and get in on a few photos! We were unable to dump the ducks into the river this year due 

to weather concerns,  so the Sharks Swim Team drew the tickets out of a bucket and still had fun doing it , as 

you can see from the picture on the right!  
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Chamber Committee Meeting Dates 
 (dates subject to change) 

 

Ag Committee 

TBA 

 

Ambassador Meeting: 

July 12th & 19th 

 

Commerce Meeting: 

July 21st @ 7:00 AM 

 

CVB:  

July 11th @ 11:00 AM 

 

Chamber Board Meeting: 

July 21st @ 8:00 AM 

Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce 

250 West Main St     PO Box 724 

Valley City, ND 58072 

(701) 845-1891 

www.valleycitychamber.com 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUIRED 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 

Permit No. 2 

Valley City, ND 58072 

 

City Sales Tax Collections: 
 

April 2017: $202,167.56 

April 2016: $210,789.94 
 

March 2017: $104,090.48 

March 2016: $162,399.11 

in Valley City 








