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A message from
your EVP...
Crazy Daze was a terrific day for us as
shoppers, and many of our retail stores told
me it was as good or even better than last
year! Several stores count on Crazy Daze
as being their biggest sale day of the
year. Thank you for turning out and
supporting our local stores and businesses
in such a big, and safe way! People
comfortably shopped in beautiful weather,
shopped super sales, ate delicious food,
enjoyed visiting with friends and neighbors
on the street all while feeling safe in our
beautiful City.
I’ve had the privilege of working with local
business owners and managers. These
folks so appreciate the opportunity to serve
you. If you’re looking to make a large
purchase such as a vehicle, home or office
furniture, or need new shoes, an outfit, office
supplies, special event (wedding, venues,
dresses, tuxedos, suits etc.), hardware
items or more, please inquire locally
first! Name it, and it’s probably available
here, but if it is not, these merchants will
point you in the right direction to fulfill your
needs. A huge additional bonus is the
customer service before and after the sale,
real expert advice on a projects, or just fun
conversations!
As always it’s important to shop at home as
much as possible – and so much more so
now that we’re weathering a pandemic
storm. As we look to fall and the holiday
seasons ahead, explore new Valley City
options to fulfill your holiday needs of gifts,
good holiday décor, Christmas cards to
make your Thanksgiving and Christmas
festivities compete.
Together we really are VC Strong!
Kay Vinje, EVP
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Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors
Chamber of Commerce Board election time is upon us. We have several wonderful candidates. The
ballots have already been sent by mail. One vote is allowed per Chamber Member business.
Completed ballots can be emailed, faxed, mailed or dropped off at the Chamber office.

Biographies of 2020 Board Member Nominees:
Name: Violet M. Blackburn

Business: Looysen I Care
Position/Title: Patient Care Coordinator
Personal information: I am a Veteran, wife of a veteran, and a mother of five children. In our
more than twenty years together we have experienced a variety of life’s challenges. My
husband and I met at Fort Hood, Texas in 1997. In our years together we have lived in Texas,
Kentucky, Montana, and since 2015, North Dakota. We settled in North Dakota after the
sudden passing of my mother. They say all things happen for a reason, and although I have yet
to find the reason, we believe our move here has been the best move of our lives. As a young
soldier I developed a strong sense of community that was always growing and changing. I also
became a firm believer in community members being there to help support one another. We
live together as a community and we should all want the town that we call home to prosper and
grow as a community. If we work together and focus on what is important to our community,
there is no limit to what we can accomplish.
Other professional affiliations:
· Recent member of Post #60 of the American Legion
Why do you want to serve on the Chamber Board of Directors: Being part of a military
family for so much of my life has left me with a desire to continue to serve my community in
any way possible. I believe with the support of my employer, Looysen I Care, I can represent
them and further support my community.

________________________________________________________________________________

Name: Diane Hochhalter
Business: Diane J Hochhalter Studio
Position/Title: Owner/Photographer
Personal information: I have a BSN (Bachelor of Science in Nursing) from UND. Married
almost 21 years to VC native. Have resided in VC since 2009. I have 3 children enrolled in
VCPS. Originally from Minot, ND.
Other professional affiliations:
· PPA (Professional Photographers of America) member.
· Board Member of Sheyenne Valley Community Foundation
· Dare to Care Foundation for the Arts
· Treasurer for Boy Scout Troop 560
· Post Council President of our Saviors Lutheran Church
Why do you want to serve on the Chamber Board of Directors: I have long believed that
VC has an untapped potential in its downtown area. I believe strongly in the power of shop
small. I have a mission to help the community understand that a raising tide lifts all ships.
Supporting small business and local entitles it betters the entire community, we are all
intertwined.
________________________________________________________________________________

Name: Denise Orthman
Business: Stout Ross Ford
Position/Title: Office Manager
Personal information: My name is Denise Orthman, I am married to Chris Orthman, we have
two boys, Treylan (16) and Brockston (5). I recently graduated from VCSU (2019) with a major
in Business administration and a Minor in Human Resource.
Other professional affiliations: During my Freshman and Sophomore year I was secretary of
SHRM (a H.R. group) on campus and an active member with their marketing and networking.
In 2019 I competed at Nationals in Florida with an amazing DECA coach, Amber Eberle.
Why do you want to serve on the Chamber Board of Directors: I believe becoming a
member will build me as a person and allow me to share ideas and help Valley City build as a
community. Also, I assist with Meals on Wheels as much as I can, I would help spread the word
to volunteer to others. It shows strong involvement in any community.
________________________________________________________________________________

Name: Heather Pecka
Business: John Deere Seeding Group
Position/Title: Quality Engineer
Personal information: I am married and currently reside in Valley City with my husband. In
my free time I enjoy exercising, going to the lake, watching sports and riding snowmobiles with
my friends and family.
Other professional affiliations:
· Women’s REACH
· John Deere Community Citizenship Committee
· St. Catherine’s Religious Education Instructor
· Sheyenne Snow Drifters Member
Why do you want to serve on the Chamber Board of Directors: I want to serve on the
Chamber Board of Directors because I want to further my support of our local businesses and

give back to our community. I want to work with other community members to bring new ideas
to life to improve the business environment and overall quality of life in Valley City. Our city has
a lot to offer and it is important to me to promote that to other members of this community.
________________________________________________________________________________

Name: Rich Slagle
Business: Moore Engineering Inc.
Position/Title: Community and client development manager
Personal Information: I have had the privilege to serve on several counsels/commissions as
well as having been a CEO at a 100+ employee firm. I understand business, envisioning, and
being servant leader. Married to Heather for 26 years, 2 adult children: Hannah and Jimmy.
Avid outdoors lover, have a lake home in MN, gardener and soon to be official member of
Audubon Dakota… “A Birder.”
Other professional affiliations:
· Past member of the Oak Grove Lutheran Athletic Club
· Past member of the F-M Downtown Rotary Club.
Why do you want to serve on the Chamber Board of Directors: As a relative newcomer to
the Valley City community, I’ve been very impressed with the people, the passion and pride
exhibited by all. I have been a CEO of a 100+ employee firm and understand business and its
impact on the community. I also have a marketing background which could be helpful to move
the chamber forward.

VC STRONG SUMMER

VC Strong Summer officially wrapped up August 12th. We had lots
participation with our Great Gift Card Giveaway, Shop Local and Get
Social and VC Strong Cash. We gave away gift cards at over 50
businesses and thousands of dollars in Chamber Bucks. Congratulations
to all the winners!

Crazy Daze
Sponsors
Platinum
BEK Communications, Cornerstone Rentals,
KOVC/News Dakota, Valley City Times Record
Gold
KLJ, Pizza Corner, Stoudt-Ross Ford
Silver
Bridge City Dentistry, CHI Mercy Health,
Dacotah Bank, FCCU, Grotberg Electric,
James Lochow, Miller Motors, Puklich
Bronze
Bakkegard & Schell, Blush Boutique, Dutton's
Parlour, Noos Shop, Prairie Frame Shop,
Valley Office Works, Nearly Nu, Urban Couture

Crazy Daze
Crazy Daze was a huge success! Thank you
to everyone that came out to shop and eat
and thanks to our sponsors as well. Without
them the event wouldn't be what it is. We had
our Distance Duck Detective out and about
handing out Chamber Bucks to those who
were practicing good physical distancing. The
scavenger hunt was very successful as well!!
Congratulations to those who found the ducks
and the grand prize winner of the $250 in
Chamber Bucks, Courtney Fick!

DMV Corner
DMV Services
Effective August 28, 2020 The DMV is closed.
It will re-open September 14, 2020

The Drivers License Division is traveling once
again!! Services are available by appointment
only by going online to dot.nd.gov or calling 1855-633-6835. They travel the first and third
Wednesday of each month and are located at
the Grand Stay Hotel.

Ambassador Visits
The Ambassador's were out and about in August.
They visited D&C Home Improvement owned by
David and Candance Johnson, managed by
Steven Lopez. Per Steven: D&C Home
Improvement is a home renovation company that
works in residential and commercial sectors.
Flooring is their specialty, but they do a bit of
everything to improve homes. No job is too big
or too small.
Their office and showroom are located at:
1051 4TH ST SW in Valley City.
Hours of operation is Monday through Friday
from 8am to 5pm and Saturday from 8am to
1pm. You can reach them by calling 701-4903321. Please welcome them to the community!
The Ambassador's also presented the
Chamber's Customer Service Award to Jerry
Dahl of Leevers North. The individual who
nominated Jerry said "I have purchased large
quantities of meats for various occasions. Jerry
has always given the best price he can and is
willing to do the best he can for his customers.
He always goes above and beyond providing
customer service" Way to go Jerry!! Thanks for
your great service to Valley City!

Meet The Docents
The Rosebud Visitor Center has 3
docents that work during the
summers and throughout the
visitor season. They have also
been assisting with Chamber
functions as well as DMV. We
would like to give a huge thank
you to them for all of the hard
work they do for us.
Stephanie Hoffarth
Steph is a sophmore at VCHS.
She is in Cross Country, Speech
softball and band. In addition, she
also is an activity aid at the
Sheyenne Care Center.
Hadlee Mathias
Hadlee is a sophmore at VCHS
and is in vollyball, softball, track
and band. In addition, she is also
a wrestling manager.
Keegan Couture
Keegan is a senior at VCHS. He
is in cross country. Keegan also
assists his parents at their store
Urban Couture.

Summer Nights on Central 2020 is a wrap
and 2 of the 4 nights were successfully held.
Thanks to sponsors, event attendees,
vendors and a special thanks to Trinity Potts,
Employee Retention & Recruiting Coordinator
for the Valley City-Barnes County
Development Corporation. Her dedication and
hard work makes this event possible.

Chamber Staffing
Updates
The Chamber of Commerce would like to
welcome Amanda Komrosky to the DMV.
Amanda brings years of customer service
experience and is a wonderful addition at the
DMV. Welcome Amanda!

Tracey Compson has moved to the position
of Event Coordinator.
Congrats to all!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Please let us know if you have any upcoming events that you would like us to add to our weekly
Eblast. Please email chamber@valleycitychamber.com
if you would like to have a flyer inserted in the newsletter beginning in October, the cost will be $30 as
it was in the paper copy.

Chamber Committee Meeting Dates
Ag Committee
2nd Thursday of each month
Commerce Meeting
4th Friday of each month
Ambassador Visits
2nd and 4th Wednesday's of the month
Board Meeting
3rd Friday of each month
(Dates are subject to change, please verify
with the Chamber for meeting times and
formats)

Our newsletter has a new look and feel! Let us know what you think. Email
chamber@valleycitychamber.com with comments or questions.







