
Valley City-Barnes County Development Corporation Board Meeting  
Monday, August 10, 2015 
6:45 a.m., Regional Technology Center, 415 Winter Show Road (Large Conference Room) 
 
PRESENT:  Tony Kobbervig, George Gaukler, Wade Bruns, Mary Simonson, Luke Trapp, Bobby Koepplin, Mike 
Metcalf, Josh Kasowski, Bill Carlblom, Jennifer Feist and Alicia Hoffarth 
ABSENT:  Paige Bjornson, Joann Hooper, Leighton Smith and Tisa Mason 
EX-OFFICIO:  Matt Pedersen and Bob Werkhoven, City Commission; Chad Petersen, KLJ; Keith Andersen, ICTC 
 
President Elect Tony Kobbervig called the meeting to order at 6:45 a.m. 
 
AGENDA:  Add 1) Dirt/topsoil; 2) Zoning Ordinance changes; 3) County request for funds and 4) Mfg. Day. 
 
MINUTES:  Mary Simonson moved to approve the July 13th minutes as submitted.  Wade Bruns seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  Bank of ND error-increased Flex PACE for Chris Lunde by $951/$10,000 approved, 
paid the difference.  Administrative assistant position is over budget with two months remaining; requested 
$3,000 from unrestricted funds.  Flex PACE-of the $200,000 pool $113,000 has been paid to the Bank of ND. 
Bobby Koepplin moved to approve the financial statements with an increase in Flex PACE funds as noted and 
add $3,000 for administrative assistant budget.  George Gaukler seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHILD CARE GRANT:  Received an application from Valley City Children’s Center.  They are eligible for $37,500 
(25 slots at $1,500/slot).  A Dept. of Commerce grant application is pending and would reduce the loan approved 
by US Bank.  Bank of ND approval is pending.  George Gaukler moved to approve the grant request up to 
$37,500 to access Flex PACE.  Mary Simonson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.   
Flex PACE Program clarification-does preschool qualify if it is in combination with daycare?  It is acceptable if 
preschool and daycare provide a full day of care but not preschool alone.  Thirty-two hours a week is considered 
a full-time slot.  Mary Simonson moved to approve adjusting the program guidelines to include preschool as long 
as childcare is provided as a wrap-around to provide full-time slots and to qualify for full benefits under the 
program.  Wade Bruns seconded.  Ayes:  Tony Kobbervig, George Gaukler, Wade Bruns, Mary Simonson, Luke 
Trapp, Bill Carlblom, Mike Metcalf and Josh Kasowski.  Naye:  Bobby Koepplin.  Motion carried.  George Gaukler 
moved to allow part time daycare with prorated benefits and specific hours and dollars to be established.  
Bobby Koepplin seconded.  Ayes:  Tony Kobbervig, Bobby Koepplin, George Gaukler, Luke Trapp, Bill Carlblom, 
Mike Metcalf and Josh Kasowski.  Nayes:  Wade Bruns and Mary Simonson.  Motion carried.  Make sure to keep 
on top of providers to ensure they are maintaining slots-monitoring part-time slots will be extra work.   
 
CITY PARK CONCESSION STAND:  Requested $7,500 for City Park concession stand improvements.  A Cultural 
Resource grant application was submitted.  Mary Simonson moved to approve $7,500 for City Park concession 
stand improvements funded through VDG Roundtable.  Mike Metcalf seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Note:  Bill Carlblom left the meeting at 7:20; absent and not voting on all subsequent motions. 
 
SALE OF LAND 3.44 & 2.87 ACRES:  Board representatives met with Tom Serie of SW Design Build to review the 
housing proposal.  Project sources of funds and projections will be adjusted to address ND Housing Finance 
concerns.  The Housing Incentive Fund is depleted; there may be more funding by January 2016.  We are in a 
holding pattern with SW Design at this time; $10,000 option payment should be returned per the contract.  Not 
sure the project will be funded in the future.  SW Design can reapply for a land option at a future date.  Open up 
land to all developers allowing them to put together proposals and pay earnest money.  Rezoning to allow multi-
family is complete.  Bobby Koepplin moved to return $10,000 to SW Design Build from expired contract and 
invite developers and businesses through letters and news story to put together proposals.  Wade Bruns 



seconded.  Ayes:  Tony Kobbervig, Wade Bruns, Mary Simonson, Luke Trapp, Bobby Koepplin, Mike Metcalf and 
Josh Kasowski.  George Gaukler abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:25 a.m.  Mary Simonson moved to go into Executive Session.  Luke Trapp seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:50 a.m.:  Mary Simonson moved to close the Executive Session.  Luke Trapp 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   

1. Multiple service listing for I-94 RDC land sale.  George Gaukler indicated Horizon Property, Fargo would 
waive the listing fee (3%), but the seller’s fee (3%) would be paid.  Define parameters.  Notify local 
realtors so they can participate; our land sale could help create more demand and help sell houses. 

2. I-94 Corridor:  National Guard payment received.  Final walk-through complete.  Bobby Koepplin will 
coordinate leveling and cleaning up our lots so they can be mowed. 

3. Planning Meeting/timeline/date, Data Tranz, and ex-officio Board positions; all items pending. 
4. Dirt:  National Guard lot was stripped by contractor.  They are willing to donate dirt to community 

projects.  It can be stored short term on our lot. 
5. Request to County:  Our request to the County for 4 mills is on agenda today at 1:30 at the Courthouse. 
6. Zoning Ordinance:  Reviewed per request of a city commissioner.  Goal is to allow additional permitted 

uses versus uses by conditional use permits only.  Business (B1 and B2) and industrial (I1 and I2) are 
defined.  Gray area between B1/B2 and I1/I2 needs to be clarified.  Renaissance Zone will be adding 11 
blocks.  Meeting soon to add and remove blocks.  Five (5) year extension to the 15 years previously 
approved; 86 approved projects to date. 

7. Manufacturing Day:  October 2nd is the designated day for the national/statewide event.  The focus is to 
interest students and other parties in manufacturing careers.  We are contacting manufacturers to 
gauge their interest in participating.  May have a future budget request. 

 
There being no further business, President Elect Tony Kobbervig adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Jennifer Feist 
Director of Development 


